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Prepare to meet thy G O D: 


SE R M ON I. 


AMO 8 iv. 12. 
| Prepore 70 meet thy GOD. 


15 1 A HE Summons is given. T he Wh 
e 8 Proclamation hath gone forth from 
5 * JEHOVAH, Prepare! The 
@ trembling Earth is God's Herald, 
and cries aloud to the Sons and 


3 of Men, Prepare! Who bath not 
heard and felt its Voice with Dread and Reve- 
rence ? Mortal Man, thy God is come forth. 

| „ from 


(4) 


from his Place! Before him the Globe trem- 


Petit che Earth is convulſed, the inward Pang 
e i cut horribly. Cities tumble into Ruins, 
Fate Wwallowed up in an Inſtant. Unavoid- 
Swe 58 flies through Provinces and 
4 ngd ms hs. Thouſands and Ten Thouſands 
Seri. Le t ? be World keep Silence: is he 


Thouſands periſh. The reſt, whither ſhall 


they flee? More miſerable the Living, than the 


Dead. Their Houſes no more; their Children, 
Brethren, Parents, no more; their every Hope, 
Comfort, Support, gone; Naked, Deſtitute, 
without Helper; while theiſtill trembling Earth 
_ threatens inſtant Deſtruction. Horror follows 
them at the Heels, wherever they fly. Amazed 
beyond the Grief of Tears, confounded, _ 
fied with Terror, hardly knowing if they 
alive or not, they run into the Ruin hey are 
ſeeking to eſcape, or are ready almoſt to wiſh 
they alſo Fine with their Families and 
Fortunes. This is no imaginary Deſcription. 
Vet how far they? muſt Deſcription fall of the 
fearful Reality + Prepare to meet thy God, O 


ENODAND.” The Ruin was near thee; 


as it flew from Nation to Nation, it Was 
thy Borders; thou didſt Tretnble in divers 
Places“ But is It paſſed by and gone? Hath 
God faid to the deſtroying Meſſenger, 
enough.; ay nom thine” Hund, ſpare this People 
ae you of This ne. Man i can lay y. And there-: 
\ fore 


if 


1s 2 up to ſhake terribly the Earth. Alaſs, 


1. 


6. . 2. 
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THF 
fore 1 1 fay, in the Words of the Prophet, 2 


I fore to meet thy God. 


The Wen Verſe runs a Therefore thus : 
will I db unto thee, O Iſrael: and becauſe I will 
do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy God, O . 
ruel. God had been making mention before 

from the ſixth Verſe, of the Judgments he had 
ſent, and of the Incorrigibleneſs of that People 
under them. Yet have ye nor returned unto me, 


ſaith. the Lord. Whereupon it follows, There- 
fore thus will I do unto thee, O Iſrael; thus will 


Igo on to do unleſs ye return; my Anger ſhall 
not turn away from you; I will fretch cut my 


Hand againſt you ſtill; Iwill viſit you yet Sever 
Times more for your Sins; I will bring on you 
Deſolation on Deſolation. till I make an utter 


End of you. And (now) becauſe I will do this 


unto thee, prepare io meet thy God, O Iſrael. 
Prepare, if thou be determined to ſtand it out 
againſt me, put on all thy Might, girt up thy 
Loins like a Man, be ready to meet me, for 
Lam ſurely coming upon thee. Or if thou 
haſt no Strength to contend, ſubmit, lay down 
thy Arms, humble thyſelf before me, and meet 
me as 6 2 f Icns as 2 TING. 55 ; 
th Conformity with dd Scope 3 v whale 
Paſſage, it may be obſerved, thit the Yao 
Hand of Ge Pech been upon this Kingdom 
rom Time to Time, in national Calamities of 


RY 


one fort and another, with very ſhott Intervals, 
For God aſcribes all theſe Calamities to him- 
ſelf, How much more when I ſend my four ſore 
Judgments upon Feruſalem, the Sword, and the 
Famine; and the noiſome Beaſt, and the Peſti- 
lence, to cut off from it Man and Beaſt? It may 
juſtly be remarked farther, that tho God hath. 
viſited us, we have been incorrigible, and have 
given him Reaſon to complain of us, yet baue 
ye not returned unto me. This, I 3 cannot 
be well diſputed. We have not een. It 
will be needful to conſider this Point more 
fully, that we may be ſenſible,” with clearer 
Evidence, of the Conſequence which is threatned 
in the following Words, Therefore thus will I 
do unto thee; which is the Concluſion. drawn 
from theſe two ſuppoſed Facts. 


\ Firſt, That God hath viſited us. 
| Second] , That we have not returned, 
That God hath viſited us we allow; And 


whether we have returned or no, muſt: be de- 
termined: by the State ot Religion Wong us. 


Let us ſet this in its true ig] 
Chriſtian Land; that is to ſay, we have the 
| Benefit of that pure Religion, which the Sor 

of God hath brought into the World. And 
here we are diſtinguiſned from the Multi- 

| tude 


* 
„ # ht 
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tude of Heathen Nations over the Face of the 
Earth, who to this Day know not God. We 
are alſo a reformed People; that is, we are de- 
livered from thoſe Chains of Popery, by which 
the Members of the Apoſtate Church of Rome 
are kept in blind Tgnorance, and ſuperſtitious 
= Bigotry. We are reſcued from all the dange- 
rous Errors in Doctrine, and from all the ty- 
8 rannical Impoſitions on Faith and Liberty of 
Conſcienee, which they labour under. Now 
the Meaſure of God's judging us, and of the 
Judgment we ought to form of ourſelves, 
muſt, in all Reaſon, be theſe Advantages we 
| enjoy. God may juſtly, and doth certainly, 
expect, that our Conduct be as different from 
that of Heathen Nations, as our Religion is 
more excellent; and that we be found as far 
to exceed the deluded Romaniſis in the Emi- 
nency of our Practice, as we do in the Puri 
of our Doctrines. To ſuppoſe God ſhould 
judge, and requite by any other than this moſt 
equitable Rule, were to deprive him of his 
Wiſdom and Juſtice. Upon this Footing 1 
22 7 to your COLON, APE | 


And 
de- 
us. 


I. 4 Seeing we are diſtinguiſhed, not ovly 
5 * from Heathens, but alſo Papiſis by the Pu- 
rity of our Faith, do we pay any ſuitable' 
1 Honour 0 it?“ 1 will ſpeak only of that 
hich is publick. Is there any ſuitable Ho- 
our: wh ag to Cor ji 8 a in Converſation ? 

| Are 


1 they themſelves ſpeak of them without Shame, 
and with Honour: But we! are we not a- 


TT? 


Are there not they who flatly rej A, 
proſeſſedly deny — he boug c them, ſcoff 
at all his Truths, and with a 1 Zeal go 
about to bring others into their Party? Is there 
not a general Shame of Chriſt and of his Word»? 
Need not a Man have ſome Reſolution, who 
will venture a Word in Company that ſavours 
of our true Religion? Is he not in Danger of 
being laugh'd at, of being thought melancholy, 
of being looked on as ſomething, odd, imper= 

tinent, preſuming? O tell it not in Gath, pub. 
 biſh it not in the Streets of Aſkelon ; leſt the 
Heathen ſay, Is this your God? Why do not 
4 you honour him, or why doth not be puniſh 
on? Ye are aſhamed of the God ye 
« to ſerve.” The Heathen and the Papift are 
not aſhamed: of their Superſtitions 3 none dare 
ſpeak lightly of them in their Preſence, and 


| ſhamed of our God —lIs there any ſuitable 
Honour paid to the public Inſtitutions of our | 
Religion? To the Lords Day? Is not this 
made a Day of Buſineſs, 1alenefs, G Viſiting, 
and Vanity, throughout the Kingdom? Conſi- 
der it as a: Day of Reſt. from the Things of | 
Life, as a Day of ſolemn Reſt, by Obſervance 
of which we ought. to. expreſs our Faith in 2 
tiſen Redeemer, and our Hope of riſing to 2 
Liſe of eternal Glory, and conſequently to im- 
Ney ourſelves ; in ſuch Exerciſes, abs 2 5 in 
or- 


(9) 


| Correſpondence with this Faith, and theſe Views: 


And then ſay, if there be generally any Thing 
like ſanctifying the Lord's Day to be found 
among us? In Cards, Entertainments, and 
complimental Meetings, too many of the great 
in Jaunts, Recreations, and Pleaſure, too many 


of the Men of Buſineſs ; in Idleneſs, Drinking. 5 
| Sleep, a Multitude of the lower Sort, are paſ- 


ſing the holy Hours. And yet God hath told 
us of old, that the Sabbath is a Sign between 
him and his People; a Sign of his being their 
God, and by their religious Obſervance of 
which the World might know who are bis 
People. I pray you, is this Sign aboliſhed ? 
Or can we reaſonably think ourſelves God's 
People, if we are to judge by this Sign? 
What Honour is paid to publick Worſhip? Are 
not the Places aſſigned for it generally empty? 
Do Men make Conſcience of afſembling before 
the Lord? It hath been ſaid, that in our Me- 
tropolis, People, of any Faſhion at leaſt, would 
be laughed at for going to Church. Are there 
not Multitudes every where that never trouble 
its Doors? I believe publick Worſhip, on the 


Place, as in any other: And yet I am furs, 

there are- large Numbers in this Town, that 

come ſeldom to Church; and not a few that 

come not at all. I with it may not be worſe 

elſewhere, Yet I cannot but fear it is. And 

if it be, 1 ſhall leave yourſelves to judge, what 
TS 1 light 


Lords Day, 1% much Foquented e, 


- 


+ they themſelves ſpeak of them without Shame, 
and with Honour: But we! are we not a- 


CE 
Are there not they who flatly reject Chrif, 
profeſſedly deny that he bought them, ſcoff 
at all his Truths, and with a ſtrange Zeal go 
about to bring others i into their Party ? Is there 
not a general Shame of Chriſt and of his Word»? 
Need not a Man have ſome Reſolution, who 
will venture a Word in Company that ſavours We 
of our true Religion? Is he not in Danger of 
being laugh'd at, of being, thought melancholy, WW 
of being looked on as ſomething, odd, imper- 
tinent, preſuming? O tell it not in Gath, pub 
id it not in the Streets of Aſkelon; left. the 
Heathen ſay, © Is this your God? Why do not 
e you honour him, or why doth not he puniſh 
er you? Ye are aſhamed of the God ye pretend 
tc to ſerve.” The Heathen and the Paprſt are 
not aſhamed. of their Superſtitions ; none dare 
ſpeak lightly of them in their Preſence, and 


| ſhamed of our God ls there any ſuitable 
Honour paid to the publick Inſtitutions of our 
Religion? To the Lord's Day? Is not this 
made a Day of Buſineſs, * Viſiting, 
and Vanity, throughout the Kingdom? Conſi- 
der it as a Day of Reſt from the Things of 
Life, as a Day of ſolemn Reſt, by Obſervance 
of which we ought. to. expreſs our Faith in 2 
_ riſen Redeemer, and our Hope of rifing to 2 
Life: of eternal Glory, and confequently - im- 


ploy ourſelves in ſuch Exerciſes, as are. 
Lak 


(9) 
Correſpondence with this Faith, and theſe Views: 
And then ſay, if there be generally any Thing 
like ſanctifying the Lord's Day to be found 
among us? In Cards, Entertainments, and 
complimental Meetings, too many of the great; 
in Jaunts, Recreations, and Pleaſure, too many 
of the Men of Buſineſs ; in Idleneſs, Drinking, 
Sleep, a Multitude of the lower Sort, are paſ- 
ſing the holy Hours. And yet God hath told 
us of old, that the Sabbath is a Sign between 
him and his People; a Sign of his being heir 
God, and by their religious Obſervance of 
which the World might know who are his 
People. I pray you, is this Sign aboliſhed ? 
Or can we reaſonably think ourſelves God's 
People, if we are to judge by this Sign ?— 
What Honour is paid to publick Worſhip? Are 
not the Places aſſigned for it generally empty? 
Do Men make Conſcience of aſſembling before 
the Lord? It hath been ſaid, that in our Me- 
© tropolis, People, of any Faſhion at leaſt, would 
be laughed at for going to Church. Are there 
not Multitudes every where that never trouble 
its Doors? I believe publick Worſhip, on the 
Lord's Day, is as much frequented in this 
Place, as in any other: And yet I am ſure; 
there are large Numbers in this Town, that 
come ſeldom to Church; and not a few that 
come not at all. I with it may not be worſe 
elſewhere, Yet I cannot but fear it is. And 
if it be, I ſhall leave yourſelves to judge, vhs 
„ light 


(10) | 
light Account is made of our Faith. What 
Honour is paid to the Lord's Supper? I ſpeak 


not of ſuch as come to it prophanely, merely 


to qualify themſelves for Places. Their guilt 


be to themſelves, however many they be: And 


cauſe we have to fear they are not a few, when 
we conſider that all in Truſt, in the Multitude 
of Offices Civil and Military, are obliged to 
come; of whom nevertheleſs there are many 
who never come again. But theſe ſet apart, 
and left to God and their own Conſciences: Is 
there otherwiſe any due Honour paid to this 


higheſt Inſtitution in our Religion? Were an 
Heathen preſent in one of our Aſſemblies, muſt 


he not either conceive a low Opinion of the 
Ordinance, or of thoſe who call themſelves 
Chriſtians, when he ſhould ſee the Multitude 
leaving it behind them? He would be ready to 
ſay, © Either this is a vain Thing, or there are 
<« but few People in this Place, who have any 
«© Regard to their Religion.” Is not this a no- 
torious Truth, that many come but ſeldom? 
And how many not once in their Lives? Now 


if this Ordinance be the publick Teſtimony of 


a Man's being and profeſſing himſelf a Chriſtian, 
as St. Paul argues it is, when he ſpeaks againſt 
partaking in Idol Sacrifices; inſiſting that the 
Partaking in them is a Profeſſion of Idolatry, 
and the Partaking of Chri/?'s Table a Profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity: If this be ſo, what Diſhonour 


is brought on our Religion, at how low a 


Value 


S . Bs 


re. 
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Value muſt we ſet it, while ſuch publick, yet 


required, Profeſſion of it, is ſo ſhamefully 
lighted! 


| Aﬀer this Review, you may eaſily deter- 


mine what Honour we pay in this land to our 
moſt Holy Faith; what Value we may be ſup- 
poſed to have for it, and whether, by the pub- 
lick Diſgrace put on Religion among us, there 
be not ſuch an Affront offered by us to Chriſt, 
as the Heathen do not offer to their Idols, nor 
the Papiſis to their Superſtitions; and therefore 
whether, according to our common Apprehen- 
ſions of God's Juſtice and Holineſs, he muſt 
not be ſuppoſed to be greatly diſpleaſed with 
us, and we to have provoked terribly his In- 
dignation on our Heads. If our Faith be our 
peculiar Privilege, and hisdiſtinguiſhing Favour, 
and yet we make ſo light Account of it, ſhall 
he not be avenged of ſuch a Nation? It is eaſy 
to diſcover, what an Honour we ought to have 
for that Religion, which is the Myſtery of 
Godlineſs, the aſſured Means of Reconcilia- 
tion with God; and what an Honour too for 
that pure reformed Uſe of it, which neither 
blinds us with Superſtitious Services, nor- binds 
us to Tyrannical Uſurpations: But you ſee how 
unſuitable our Regards for it are; we diſclaim 
it, or are aſhamed of it, or light it —And if 
we pay ſo little Regard to that Faith, which 
God hath ſent us, it cannot be expected that . 
_ = B 2 any 


living in Malice and Envy, hateful (to) and 


| p 8 6 A | 
any great Difference ſhall be found between us 
and others, reſpecting Conduct. 


II. Therefore I propoſe it to your Conſi- iſ 
deration, whether in Point of Practice, we 
« can ſhew any ſuitable Return for that glo- 
ce rious Light ſhining upon us; and whether 
ec herein we are, as we ought to be, diffe- 
e renced from benighted Heathens.” The 
Scriptures have given us a full Account of the 
Conduct of the Heathen. We will take a 
ſhort Extract thereof from the two Apoſtles 
Saint Peter, and Saint Paul. Saint Paul de- 
fcribes them to be People, without God in the 
World, walking according to the Courſe of this 
World, fulfilling the Defires of the Fleſh and of 
the Mind, Eph. ii. 2, 3, 12. Fholiſb, diſobedient, 
decerved, ſerving divers Luſis and Pleaſures, 


hating one another, Tit. iii. 2. And Saint Peter's 
Account of them is much the ſame, when he 
faith, The Time paſt of our Lives may ſuffice us 
to have wrought the Will of the Gentiles, when 
we walked in Laſciviouſneſs, Luſts, Exceſs of 
Wine, Revelling, Banquettings, and abominable 
Jaolatries, 1 Pet. iv. 3. While I have been 
reading before you this Account of the Hea- 
ben, I cannot doubt you muſt have obſerved 
a lamentable Conformity, in the general, be- 
tween us and them. But I would mark 
out ſome of the moſt ſtriking Circumſtances 
= and 


. 
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and Reſemblances. — Is there not a living 
Bike God in this Kingdom? Alas, tis too 
lain there are many, who have him not in 
all their Thoughts, who ſhew. not the leaſt 
Senſe of his Preſence on their Hearts, who 
are not afraid to offend him at any Rate, 
do what they liſt without Fear, Swear, Drink, 
Cheat, without Fear, and practice any other 
abominable Iniquity? Men as ungodly as the 
W Sun ſhines upon? Are there not Multitudes 
of ignorant Souls, who neither know God, 
nor deſire to know him? Ignorant becauſe 
never taught (to the Shame be it ſpoken 
of thoſe Maſters, Parents, or Miniſters, who 
have neglected to teach them;) or ignorant, 
becauſe they will not learn, being now har- 
dened in the Stubbornneſs of their Hearts? And 
then how ſhould they do other, than live 
without God in the World ?—Do not Multi- 


8 tudes walk after the Courſe of this World in this 

le Kingdom; mind earthly Things, and forget 

us Heavenly; intent, as if they had never heard 

en of a better Life, upon the Honours, and Plea- 

of ores of this? As much Worldlings, as Hea- 
hens can be? — Again, are not Malice, and 


ny, and Hatred, as common, as if the 
Prince of Peace, and God of Love, had ne- 
yer been among us? Can a Heathen do worſe, 
han take the Life of another for a flight Af. ; 
ront ? Yet how many of thoſe in this Land, 
ho bear the Chr: 5 Name, reckon this a 


Point 


40) 


Point of Honour and Manhood! Did we but 


know, how God is provoked by the Rage, te 
Revenge, Brawlings, Outrages, Grudges, Evil- ir 
ſpeakings, and a long Tribe of other mali- w 
cious Sins, which every Day come up before th 
him from this little Iſland, we ſhould no T 
longer dare to call it Chriſtian, could not be- te 
lieve we profeſſed that Religion, which the th 
gentle gracious Founder of it ſays ſhould be m 
known by the Love which its Profeſſors ſhould I 
bear one towards another, —But the Heathen MW no 
walk in Laſciviouſneſs; and do not we? For- TI 
nication is not unfaſhionable, nor hardly diſre- Ar 
putable. To proſtitute themſelves for Money ane 
is the Livelihood of Multitudes. Do none A: 
defile their Neighbours Bed? And are not Bu 
more horrid Sins of this kind loudly talked ig 
of ?—But the Heathen ſerved divers Pleaſures. WM 1n | 


Here, I muſt be allowed to ſay, we have left MW has 
them behind us. Pleaſure is the Idol of the ¶ gro 
Age. Tis ſerved with the whole Swing of our 
the Heart. Perſons of all Characters, and you 
Ages, are gone into its Service. People whoſe ther 
Knees ſmite together for Age follow it; Chil- Cut 
dren are trained up in it; both the Sexes ate to / 
mad upon it, worſhip it Night and Day: MW rw 
Yet, if you will believe them, tis innocent, Deli 
tis harmleſs, tho' one of the Sins of the Hea- the 
then. Even EARTHQUAKES cannot ſtop | ther 
them. It was not any Fear of the Almighty IM - 

King of Heaven, but the Expreſs . 

| | 8 


TT 


of his gracious Majeſty that could put a Stop 
to an untimely, and otherwiſe ungodly, Meet- 
ing for Pleaſure, Riot, and Indulgence of the 
worſt Kind, but a Fortnight ago. Indeed 
this is ſhocking to think of. That ſuch a 
Thing ſhould be attempted, when the moſt 
terrible of all God's Judgments is actually in 
the Earth, and we know not but his Hand. 
may be upon us to conſume us in a Moment! 
I dare ſay the poor Heathen in Africa have 
not been ſo miſemployed on this ſad Occaſion. 
They have been inquiring, why their Gods are 
Angry with them, have been calling upon them, 
and cutting themſelves after their Manner with 
Knives and Lances to procure Reconciliation, 
But finally, did the Heathen live in Banquet- 
ings and Exceſs of Wine? Gluttony, Delicacy 
in Meats, and Extravagance in Entertainments, 
have made large Advances among us; we are 
grown Nice, we ſtudy our Palates, and ſerve 
our Bellies. And as to Exceſs in Drink, I leave 
yourſelves to judge. You know how much 
there is of it every where. "Tis ſo much the 
Cuſtom, that it hath been reckoned Civility 
| to put the Bottle to a Neighbour and make him 
drunk alſo. Sure I am, many, who have no 
Delight in Exceſs, are often carried into it by 
the Force of Cuſtom.— But I will go no far- 
ther into Particulars. 


And 


74. 
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And now judge, I pray you, what a tre- 
mendous Reſemblance there is between us and 


the Heathen in Practice. The Thought of 


it ought to make every Heart tremble. Add 
what hath been now ſaid concerning our 
Practice, to what was before advanced re- 
ſpecting our Faith; and then ſay, what Uſe 
we have made of the Benefits God hath be- 
ſtowed on us, a Chriſtian and Reformed People. 
Say, whether our Guilt be not peculiarly ag- 


gravated, and our Provocations great indeed ; 


whether we have returned unto the Lord, how- 
ever much or often we have been viſited ; 
and whether on the moſt common Rules of 
Juſtice, from which we can never ſuppoſe a 
righteous God to depart, we have not Cauſe 
to expect the Execution of that Sentence 


againſt Iſrael, Therefore thus will J do unto 


thee, thus will I go on to do, till thou repent, 
or periſh utterly. 


What hath been made but too evident, 
ought to fill us with alarming Apprehenſions, 
now eſpecially, that God's Judgments are in 


the World. The unchangeable God hath de- 
clared his Determination. And who knows 


if he will do any more than wait the Iſſue of 
this ſolemn Day e'er he will put Vengeance 


into Execution, and make us Sharers of the 


5 Deſtruction of our Neighbours ? Wherefore 


ever 


(17) 
every one, Prepare to meet thy God. In what 
Manner I ſhall ſet before you in the After- . 


* 
noon . For on fo important an Occaſion, I” 


thought it beſt to ſpeak to you both Parts of 


d the Day. 

ur | 
e Mean Time, reflect, if you pleaſe, on what 
ſe you have heard; conſider the Sins of the 


Land; the Incorrigibleneſs we have ſhewn 
under God's Hand, and his avowed Threat- 
nings. And that you may find plenteous 
Matter of Humiliation, conſider your own 
Conduct, what that has been; and how much 


W- 

d; Du have contributed to the general Iniquity. 
of Go, and weigh theſe Points, that ye may be 
e a WW better diſpoſed to correſpond with the Mea- 
uſe ſures I have to Pres to you in the At- 


ternoon. 


e SERMON 


* 
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e eee een 
Prepare to meet thy G O D. 


0LD we meet him in Mercy, 

or in Vengeance? Brethren, tis a 

TP fearful Thing to fall into the Hands 
© of the living God: For who ts able 
to fland before this holy Lord God? 
You are not determined any of you, to ſtand 
it out againſt him? To meet him in his 
Wrath? Alas! if this be your Thought, if 
your Soul be not bowing before him; if you 
have taken to you no Remorſe for your own 
Sins, and the Sins of the Land; if you are 
| TD £4 5 only 


(20) 

only thinking of a future Repentance ; if your 
Heart be hardened, and you do not tremble 
before the Majeſty of IEHOVAH; if nei- 
ther your Iniquities trouble you, nor his Ter- 
rors diſmay you, and you are going away to 
act over your Provocations again; I fay to 

you, Prepare to mcet thy God. In Vergebe 
he will aſſuredly come upon you, ſince you 
will not repent. Can you atide the Day of his 
coming? will you be able to jland, Slows when 


he cppeareth? Say, ſhould he ſend an Earth- 


quake upon us, will you be able to ſtand? MW 


Your Heart, will it not fail, when the Ground 
begins to tremble, your Feet to ſtagger and 
falter; when the Shrieks and Groans of them 
that flee, and of thoſe that are dying, are en- 
compaſſing your Ears and ſeizing your Heart! 
When Houſes are tottering upon your Head, 
and you expect the Earth inſtantly to open 
and ſwallow you up, when you can find no 

Place of Safety, will you be able to ſtand? 

Are you prepared for this? Can you meet 

God in an Earthquake ? But what ſpeak I of 
Earthquakes? Theſe are meaner Things. Can 
you meet the Lord in Judgment? There you 
muſt appear, tho' no Earthquake ſhould now 
come nigh you; tho' you live long, and die 
at laſt in your Bed. Then ſhall the Earth 
tremble indeed, the Earth will be ſhaken in 
Pieces, the 4 will blaze in Flames, the 
whole Globe will be on Fire, and the Hea- 
vens 


vel 


ſh: 


(21) 


vens will melt away. Then at leaſt, Sinner, 
ſhall your Heart fail for fear. Prepare to 
W meet thy God. Alas we dare not meet him in 
W our Sins! ee 


= How then ſhall we Prepare to meet our 
Cod? How ſhall we implore his Mercy to- 
= ward a ſinful Land? Or how be ready, if 
W the Meaſure of our Iniquities be filled up, 
W and he have determined this Land to De- 


EN 

h- I firudtion ? Brethren, are ye prepared to do it, 
d? whatever it be God charges you to do? If 
nd ye be not thus diſpoſed, if ye be not truly 
nd willing to undertake whatever he bids you, to 


what Purpoſe ſhall I declare God's Mind in 
W the Matter? And in ſuch Caſe, what have 


t? we been doing here To-Day? To what Pur- 
ad, poſe have we put on the Face of Mourning ? 


What profits it, that we have denied our Bo- 


no dies a little Space, if we be not willing to 
d? deny our Hearts? What folemn Mockery ſhall 
ect we be found to have been guilty of? Vea, 
of {Wand what Cauſe muſt we have to think, that 


Wwe have been calling down this Day a Curſe, 
Winſtead of a Bleſſing? Remember, God is a 


ou il 

by WScarcher of Hearts: He muſt be dealt with in 
die Honeſty and Truth of Heart; which alſo he 
urth is able to diſcern, if it be in us or no. Say 
in then, do ye deſire to be Advocates for the 
the People, and yourſelves, that God's Wrath may 
lea-eaſe from us? Would you do all in your 
ens Power 


( 22) 
Power to fave a devoted Land? At lea, MW 
would you be free from the Blood of all 
Men, and be yourſelves without Fear, tho the 
Earth were moved, and the Hills were carried into 
the midſt of the Sea, tho the Mountains ſhake at 
the Tempeſt of the ſame? Are ye prepared? Can 


ye ſay, with the Iſraelites before more awful Wl R. 
Terrors than any on this Side Judgment, all di 
that the Lord hath ſpoken, we will do? Then! 18 
ſay to you, in the Name and Word of God, _ 
I. Humble yourſelves in the Sight of the Lord, ” 
Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: Let your de 
Laughter be turned into Mourning, and your of 
Foy into Heavineſs. We muſt be ſearching Wl wi 
out our Sins. We muſt be confeſſing from eff 
the Bottom of our Hearts, not with Abab's up 
Sorrow, or a Judas's Repentance, that we have Ea 
fined, We muſt deal cloſely with ourſelves, An 
apart, We muſt conſider the particular Sins WW for 
each of us hath done, by which we have Sal 
been, each of us, provoking God to Wrath. ;uf 
We muſt be conſidering the Sins of our Of- in 
| fice, as Maſters, Parents, Magiſtrates, Mini- the 
ſters: For 'tis in our Neglect herein particu- hat 
larly, that Iniquity hath ſo much abounded. ouſ 
We, my Brethren, muſt eſpecially remember tis 
the Sins of this Place, how unfruitful we ado 
have been under God's Word, how unpro- and 
fitable under his Calls and Warnings, — 


unfaithful to the Motions of his Spirit; how 
J tat * or. 


(24) 

we have not reformed, as we might and 
ought to have done, conſidering the Opportu- 
nities we have enjoyed; how Sin among us 
has been let alone, hath not been reſtrained ; 


how we have not ſtood up in the Gap, nor 
given that Weight and Influence to God's 


Religion, which a Place, ſo important, and 


diſtinguiſhed among its Neighbours, as this 
is, might and ought to have done, We 
muſt remember the Sins of the Land ; 


the Infidelity, and Impiety; the Prophaneneſs, 


and Immorality ; the Drunkenneſs, and Lewd- 


neſs; the Idleneſs, and Sloth; the Corruption, 
of itſelf enough to conſume us, and which, 
without any other Judgment from God, will 
effectually do it, unleſs ſome Reſtraint be put 
upon it, which God alone knows how to do. 
Each of us muſt be employed in this Work: 
And we muſt each of us lament himſelf be- 
fore the Lord, and cry unto the God of our 
Salvation, confeſſing the Vileneſs of our Sins; 
juſtifying God, from the Ground of our Hearts, 
in all his Dealings with us: Acknowledgin 

the Juſtice of his Indignation, in all that he 
hath brought upon us; confeſſing his Righte- 
ouſneſs, ſhould he utterly conſume us; and that 
'tis of his Mercy we are not already conſumed; 
adoring his Patience and Forbearance with us; 
and vowing with unfeigned Hearts our ſincere 
Deſire to return unto the Lord; renouncing 


all the Ways of Wickedneſs, and cleaving 


ſtedfaſtly 


| ; C46 } 
ſtedfaſtly to him as our God and Lord. Tis iti 


this way we muſt humble ourſelves under the {MW *” 
mighty Hand of God, that is lifted up againſt IM der 


us; ſeeking him early, enquiring after God ; 
and above all, becauſe without this there were 
no Hope, pleading the Blood of FESUS on 
our behalf, as that only which gives us Bold- 
neſs to caſt ourſelves before God's Footſtool ; 
. as that Blood which ſpeaketh better Things 
than the Blood of Abe/, which cried only for 
Vengeance ; as that Blood, which crieth con- 
tinually, powerfully, and prevailingly, for Peace 


L a 


= 
Pre 


ſure 
1s 


Nelſe 


and Pardon. We have many Inſtances of this Nas 
humbling Exerciſe in Scripture; and the Caſe © 
of Nehemiah and Daniel, may give us com- ore 
fortable Hope, that it ſhall not be in vain. If wy 


once our Hearts be humble in us, we have no 
more to do than caſt ourſelves on God's Mercy; 
to reſt the Matter there, and leave the Whole 
in his Hand: So doing we are in the faireſt 
Way of turning God's Anger from the Land; 
or if not, we may be ſure, that if Earth- 
quakes tear in Pieces the Kingdoms, we have a 
 - Kingdom that cannot be moved; if Wars conſume 
us, we have the Lord of Hoſts for our Re- 
fuge. And if there can be a Time more par- 
_ ticularly ſeaſonable for beginning this Work, 
it muſt be this Day of ſolemn Humiliation, 
for the Sins of the People before the Lord. 
Nor can it be expected, that they, who ſhall 
let ſlip this Seaſon, will be prevailed upon at 
any 


FF 
Pur 
uri 
Wor 
Wcac 
ion 
Prill 
eck. 
more 
hou 
oun 
Xert 
doun 
And 
Juar 
here 


625) 


1 any other, to take into ſuch humbling Conſi- 
1C ion, their Sj d the Sins of the 
0 deration, their Sins, an ns Ol 
Land. 


II. Ye muſt return unto the Lord. All 
& ſeeming Humiliations are but Miſtake and 
Pretence, if this be not the Conſequence. And 
: ſurely every one of us, who doth not forſake 
Whis Sins, and turn to God henceforward, can- 
not believe he hath been doing any better 
than acting a ſolemn Farce this Day. What 
Welſc is it to lament the Sins of the Land this 
Day, if we do not henceforward labour ac- 
cording to our Power to reform them; what 
Wo mourn our own particular Sins, if we do 
Wot henceforward forſake them? The Way 
Ws therefore to begin Reformation at Home in 
Pur own Perſons, to cleanſe our Hands, and 
Wurify our Hearts, and bring forth Fruits meet 
Wor Repentance, This of itſelf will have a 
Wcacious Influence on others, and, in Propor- 
ion with the Degree of our ſeveral Stations, 
vill be ſtriking and convincing. I ſhould 
Feckon it a great Step towards a publick, and 
more general Return to God, that this Town 
Hould be reformed; which on many Ac- 
ounts, might eaſily be done, were we all to, 
xert ourſelves in our reſpective Places. The 
dound of ſuch an Example would reach far ; 
End of the many, who come to us from every 
Quarter, none would depart without knowing 
bere is a God in Iſrael. Now ſuch a Refor- 
| „ mation 
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mation of ourſelves, and others with whom 
we live, is what we ought to deſire, pray 
. for, and aim at. And whoever does not ſeek 
this in his own Perſon, and others according 
to his Influence, can have no real Shame and 
Sorrow for the Sins of the Land, nor Fear of 
God's Judgments. The true Foundation for 
this reforming Work will be laid in that 
hearty Humiliation, before recommended. He, 
who is ſincere in that, will not fail in this 
Therein we ſhall learn our own Sins, and the 
Sins of thoſe we live among: and ſhall be 
ſuitably affected with them: And thence, 
while we cry for Mercy thro' the Blood of 
JESUS, we ſhall find ourſelves diſpoſed, 
both to return to God, caſting away our Idok 
in our own Perſons, and to aim after the 
fame Thing on others. Put your hand to the 
Knife therefore, my | Brethren ; ſlay every 
Man his Iniquities from this Day; for from 
this Day God expects it, as ye will render! 
X good Account of this Day, when ye ſhall 
Rand before him another Day, incomparabl 
more awful. God expects, ye be faithful to 
your Humiliations this Day: That ye tun 
every Man from your evil Ways. He en 
pects that there be no more Prophanenels 
Sabbath- breaking, Drunkenneſs, Laſciviouſ- 
neſs, Hatred, or any other Iniquity, found 
among you. He expects, that ye become 
every Man his Servant; that ye walk hence 


forth as becometh Saints, He expects, that h 
_ tan 


+ 


1 (27) 
om ſtand up for your God and Saviour; that ye 
ray iſ unite your Influence to diſcourage all Ini- 
eck quity, and to promote Virtue and Godlineſs ; 
ing that ye do not betray him for Intereſt, nor 
and diſown him thro' Shame, nor deny him for 
r of Fear. He expects, that from this Day ye 

return unto the Lord your God, and become 
his People. But . 1 65 


III. He wills, that all who humble them- 
ſelves, and return, do take Confidence in him. 
He is not willing to grieve the Children of 
Men, he is a moſt merciful God and Fathen, 
He ſpeaks to his returning Children, and bids-- 
them Fear not, for I am with thee; be not afraid, 
or I am thy God. He is that pitiful Father 
in the Goſpel, who receives with open Arms, 
and into his Boſom, his prodigal Children, 
when they come back to him. He would have 
you. come boldly to him: For hath he not 
freely given his Son for ye? And after that, 
can he be willing to withhold any Thing 

from you that is good? What tho' the Earth 
be moved? Your God is an everlaſting Rock. 


e-Mzabide in their Iniquities, and bring large De- 
ſolation on their Heads? Yet God is your 
Helper. O, bleſſed is the Man that hath God 
for bis Help! He ſhall not need fear any evil 
Tidings. Tho' one Thing and another fail; 
ence-· tho every earthly Comfort be taken away 
at e tho the conſuming Wrath of God burn like 
Rand =. + Tis Þ 


What if this People ſhould ſtill perverſely _ 


( 28) 
an Oven, devour every Sinner about him, 
yea and himſelf be taken away alſo in the 
miverſal Ruin, yet he ſhall not need to fear: 
Tor the Foundation of God flandeth ſure, having 
bis Seal, the Lord CRE them that are bis. 
The Lord our God would have all true be- 
eving Penitents take Comfort and Confi- 
lence in him. He hath faid it a thouſand 
Times over, that 2% our Sins be as Scarlet, he 
vill make them white as Snow ; tho they be red 
like Crimſon, they ſhall be as Woul.. For he 
delighteth in e Mercy; his Mercies are 
higher and wider than i ag Heavens, that is, 
infinitely beyond what our Sins can be, if we 
return to him. See this, Brethren, with your 
own Eyes: His daily Doings by us are but 
ſo many Inſtances of his Mercy. Tis certain 
we deſerve nothing from him; why then 
| doth he bleſs us with ſo many good Things? 
Why doth he ſpare our ſinful Lives ? Win 
continue to us the Offers of his Love, and 
the Motions of his Spirit? Is not all this 
Mercy? Surely, if he hath no Pleaſure in the 
Death of a Sinner, he cannot but delight in 
_ the Proſperity of his Servants: And both the 
one and the other himſelf hath declared, 
Wherefore be. comforted, ye that return 
unto the Lord with all your Hearts; for br 
will receive you, and be a Father unto yi 
and ye ſhall be bis Sons and Dargbters; he 
will Howe and care for you here in all Tri 
a and how will he bleſs you by 
- over 


ev 


( 29 ) 


ever! Wherefore comfor f — with theſe 
Words. © 


And now, my Brethren, you ſee how you. 


s. muſt prepare to meet your God; how prepare 
eto meet him not as an angry Judge, but as a 
i- WW reconciled Father. O that I could be able to 
ad ſtir you all up thus to meet him 

red Sinners, if the Voice, the Threatning of 
he God ; if his avenging Hand ftretcht out; if the 
are Elements put into Fury; if an EARTHQUAKE. 
is, on every Side, one did I ſay? If ſucceſſive 
we EARTHQUAKES for Months together; if God 
our ſpeaking thus to you by the Thunder of his 
but Power cannot ſtir you: How then ſhall 12 
tain I What avails the Voice of a Man, when the 


hen MW loud Voice of God is not hearkned to? Yet 
the Word of God is Powerful. Tho' you have 
ſtood the Shock of EaRTHQUAKEs unmoved, 

yet the Word may alarm you. Truly I have 
better Hope from the Word delivered this Day 
throughout the Land, than from the EAR Tu- 
QUAKE that occaſioned it. Ve ſhall hear, I 
truſt, the Word. Prepare to meet thy God. 


ared MW Tis JEHOVAH ſpeaks, The Lord God 
eturn ¶ Anigbty, fearful in Power, unchangeable in 
or he Purpoſe; whoſe Sovereign Will Legions. of 
| you, attending Angels obey, and Legions of Devils 


; he Itremble at, ſhrinking before it into their Hell 
Tri- Hand everlaſting Flames. Follow them not, 
1 for- Pinner, I charge thee, in the Name of him, 
ever! the 
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eternal, unchangeable, inconceivable, where- 
with he will gladly crown thy happy Head, 


to come, Prepare to meet thy God; be employed 


ny Dar + 
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the H gb one that inhabiteth Eternity. Follow 
them not; fin no more; ſubmit: return; caſt 
off thy Sins; hearken to the Voice of God; it 
yet ſpeaks Mercy; harden thy Heart no longer; 
attend to the Voice of Conſcience, return and 


live. Prepare to meet thy God. 


And thou too prepare to meet thy God, Be- 
liever. By all his Mercies thou haſt known; 
by that richeſt, nobleſt, beſt of all, FESUS ; 
6b all his Patience, and' all his Deliverances 

which thou haſt ſeen ; by the Death thou haſt 
eſcaped, when Multitudes have periſhed; by 
all the Peace of Conſcience, _— 125 4; 
Lite, thou holdeſt from him; by all his p 
cious Promiſes, in and after Dead by Glory, 


after thou haſt ſerved him a little Seaſon in 
Generation: By all his Favours, Forgive- 
a>, Bounties, Kindneſſes, paſt, preſent, and 


in the grateful Work he now calls thee to; 

pare, and be always ready.' Remember 
tis to meet y God: What can mortal Man 
defire, or poſſeſs, equal to this; the Lord 
for his God? His God for ever; his Guide 
unto Death, and his Portion for ever ?—Whc 
ever thou art, Saint or Sinner, Prepare fo ner 


With 4 
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Being the Day appointed for a general. | 45 
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On Account of the late dreadful Farthquakes in d Jn 
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